The initial motivation for having an article on the editors of the journal published in the year 2000 was to commemorate the 70 years of the existence of the Journal of the South African Veterinary Association. However, in conducting the research required to write the article it was established that the journal dates from 1927. Consequently the journal was about 73 rather than 70 years old at the end of 1999. During this period it has been faithfully served by 14 editors. This article contains a relatively brief description of the life histories, in relation to their terms of office as editors, of these editors, of whom 4 are still alive and actively pursuing their respective careers,.
Introduction

W
hen the clock heralded the dawn of the year 2000, the Journal of the South African Veterinary Association had been in existence for almost 73 years. How ever, the volume number for 1999 is only 70. How does one explain this interesting phenomenon and, more importantly, who were the dedicated editors who ensured that the journal remained viable and respected in the veterinary and related disciplines over all these years?
The first number of the first volume of the Journal of the South African Veterinary Medical Association, as the associa tion was then called, appeared in August 1927. For reasons that are not clear today, Volume 1 of the journal spanned 4 years, instead of the customary year, a single number of the journal appearing annually from 1927 to 1930. Volume 2 therefore appeared in 1931 and from then on volume numbers changed with each calendar year. The number of issues appearing each year varied considerably in the early decades but eventually settled down to 4 per year, which is still the case.
The main purpose of this article, apart from its com memorative objective, is to give the readers of this journal some historical insight into the background, personalities, qualifications and achievements of those dedicated people who served the veterinary profession so faithfully and selflessly, over a period of more than 70 years, by ensuring the regular appearance of a quality product that has helped to place and keep this country's veterinary science on the world map.
The first editor
It is clear from particulars printed in each number of the Journal of the South African Veterinary Association, as it is currently called, that the Association made use of an editorial committee from the inception of the journal. However, initially (and also in some later issues) the editor was not specifically identified. It is only in Volume 3, which appeared in 1932, that AD Thomas is identified as the 'managing editor '. The question, however, arises: Who edited the first and second volumes of the journal?
The editorial board of Volume 1, No. 1 (which appeared in 1927) consisted of G de Kock, A C Kirkpatrick and A Goodall. H H Curson's name was added in Volume 1, No. 2. Who the editor was in those first 2 years (1927 and 1928 ) is anybody's guess, but for the purposes of this article it will be assumed that it was G de Kock.
Gilles van de Wall de Kock
Gilles van de Wall de Kock was born in Pretoria on 1 December 1889. He was one of 2 prospective students who were sent abroad in 1909 by the Transvaal Government to study veterinary science, there being no local veterinary faculty at that time. He qualified as veterinary surgeon by obtaining an MRCVS in London in 1913.
He subsequently joined the Onderstepoort Veterinary Laboratory under Sir Arnold Theiler in 1914. After stints on the farm Armoedsvlakte (botulism research?) and in London to study medicine, but returning from the latter after a year to join the newly founded agricultural faculty at Stellenbosch, in the expectation that a veterinary faculty would be established there, he eventually transferred to Onderstepoort, where the faculty was finally established in 1922. De Kock was the first professor of veterinary anatomy of the Onderstepoort faculty.
It is important to realise that initially all faculty appoint ments were parttime jobs for research institute employees, research being the primary task of the faculty staff. This system existed until 1957, when the first fulltime faculty posts were created, the faculty only becoming completely independent from the research institute in 1973.
In He started his veterinary career as research officer at the Onderstepoort Veterinary Laboratory and parttime lecturer in veterinary anatomy at the faculty in 1930. At the age of 31, in 1936, he was not only awarded a DSc degree (SA) for his classical thesis on 'The incidence and pathology of tumors of domesticated animals in South Africa', but was also appointed professor of anatomy in the faculty. Moreover, he also took on the responsibility of being editor of the journal from Dr Thomas towards the end of the year.
Prof. Jackson remained professor of anatomy at the Onderstepoort faculty until he resigned in September 1955 at the age of 50. Thereafter he was variously employed, first at the medical school of the University of the Witwatersrand, and then as senior research fellow of the National Cancer Association of South Africa. He left South Africa for Britain in 1957, but returned to Africa in 1958 to head the preclinical veterinary school at Makerere College, Kampala, Uganda, where he also served as professor of veterinary anatomy. In 1961 he accepted a post of principal research officer at the Biological Research Institute at Achimota, Ghana, and became acting director of the institute the following year. He died in Ghana on 5 January 1965 at the age of 60.
M Sterne
Max Sterne was born in 1905 in Trieste of Austrian parents who emigrated to South Africa when he was 4 years old. He grew up in Durban and excelled in sports such as boxing, swimming and athletics, both at school and university level. He graduated from the Onderstepoort faculty in 1928 with a BVSc degree.
He then spent 2 years in the Belgian Congo managing a cattle ranch. Back in South Africa, he joined the government service and was posted to the Allerton Veterinary Laboratory in Natal to assist with the East Coast fever eradication campaign, as was the case with many young state veterinarians in those days. In 1934 he was transferred to Onderstepoort where he worked as assistant to Prof. EM Robinson (see below) and developed the still internationally used and acclaimed -57 years after its discovery -'spore' vaccine against anthrax.
In He has also served on the edi torial committee of the prizewinning book entitled Infec tious Diseases of Livestock, which consists of 2 very comprehen sive volumes dealing mainly with animal diseases occurring in southern Africa. Tustin was already fulltime professor at the Onderstepoort faculty when he became editor of the journal. In his curriculum vitae he indicates that he was editor from 1979. This is in disagreement with the published information in the journal as well as in de Boom's curriculum vitae.
The former lists de Boom as editor in 1979. In the latter, de Boom claims that 1979 was the last year that he served in Under her management the journal has continued to maintain its international status and has earned a high South African ranking.
Conclusion
The Journal of the South African Veterinary Association came into the world much like any newborn, rather helpless and uncertain of itself, serving a youthful profession consisting mainly of civil servants and numbering little more than a mere handful of people. It stands to reason that the journal had to be nurtured and coddled in behindthescenes activities akin to parental guidance to ensure its survival. The early editors and the editorial committee were the proud sires and dams. These activities, which inevitably pass unnoticed by the unenlightened, did not cease as time progressed. Only their emphasis changed. The initial teething problems were replaced by the growing pains of adolescence, increasing enforced independence and the struggle to survive financially being everpresent challenges.
The relevant editors bore the brunt of these stresses and strains. A more recent challenge was to take steps to improve the journal's international scientific standing by the introduction of peer reviewing, which has become the accepted norm for quality periodicals. Again the editors concerned fearlessly applied the correct medicine. Instead of attracting fewer articles for publication on account of stricter vetting, the opposite has occurred. Indeed, the journal currently ranks among the top South African scientific periodicals, based on the customary citation index ratings. Clearly then the 14 editors of the journal have been successful both before and behind the scenes.
"Under Dr Penrith's management the journal has continued to maintain its international status and has earned a high South African ranking."
